Paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration in a patient with pseudomyxoma peritonei and breast cancer: case report and literature review.
The case of a 31-year-old woman with progressive cerebellar degeneration preceding by several months the diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer initially and pseudomyxoma peritonei (PMP) with evidence of causative association with the latter is presented. Despite various chemotherapeutic and surgical manipulations, the patient did not substantially improve and succumbed 20 months following initial diagnosis of the neurological disorder. Interestingly, neurological symptoms partially regressed transiently only after surgical debulking of the PMP and not after the remission of breast cancer after various chemotherapeutic regimens suggesting an etiological relationship of the former and the cerebellar degeneration. Early recognition and appropriate therapy of this rare complication of PMP is imperative as it may be crucial for the outcome.